
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6857 December 15, 2014 
will strongly support the legislation we 
are putting forward tonight and the 
broader bill that will come to the floor 
we hope after the first of the year, be-
cause after the first of the year we will 
have a chance to take up this issue, not 
only these four provisions if they 
aren’t passed over the next couple of 
days but a broader bill that will be 
broadly supported by Republicans and 
Democrats alike that will help our 
country become more energy efficient. 

I yield back the remainder of my 
time and I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. WALSH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. WALSH. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTES TO DEPARTING 
SENATORS 

CARL LEVIN 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, on 
first glance, one might not think that 
Michigan and Vermont share much in 
common. But to delve deeper is to see 
that both States have deep roots in 
their rural populations, strong agricul-
tural bases, and stunning natural land-
scapes. Senator CARL LEVIN has rep-
resented the people of Michigan in the 
U.S. Senate since 1979. He is one of this 
Chamber’s most senior Members and 
one of the longest serving Senators in 
history. He has cast more than 12,500 
votes on behalf of his constituents. 

Senator LEVIN has worked to ensure 
that the lakes of Michigan will be 
clean and safe for generations of Michi-
gan residents to come. He has spon-
sored legislation to protect and restore 
the Great Lakes and their abundant 
wildlife habitats and secured millions 
to bring Michigan’s lakes back to their 
natural pristine glory, and he has sup-
ported the Great Lakes Fishery Com-
mission, which has supported the Great 
Lakes, Lake Champlain, and inter-
national waterways. 

As chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, Senator LEVIN 
has been a powerful force in crafting 
our Nation’s defense policy, particu-
larly in the post-9/11 era. The battle-
field has been vast, and his support of 
our troops has never wavered. He has 
consistently worked to ensure that the 
brave men and women serving in uni-
form have the support they need to 
keep our Nation and our allies safe. He 

and I shared reservations about launch-
ing a war in Iraq, reservations that 
have proven sound. 

I was particularly moved by Senator 
LEVIN’s strong support—and steadfast 
leadership—in advancing the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crime Prevention Act. That measure 
ultimately became law in 2009, in large 
part to Senator LEVIN’s commitment 
to ensuring its inclusion in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. This 
Federal hate crimes law took years to 
achieve. At a time when it may have 
been easier to push a final vote down 
the road, Senator LEVIN worked with 
me to ensure that it was considered by 
the Senate and then upheld through a 
conference committee. This alone 
would be a remarkable achievement, 
but Senator LEVIN’s Senate career 
boasts many achievements. 

I have also been honored to work 
with Senator LEVIN to reaffirm our Na-
tion’s commitments to those citizens 
of the world who, persecuted, oppressed 
and stateless, look to our country for 
protection. He has been a voice on be-
half of displaced Iraqis and Syrians, 
and a dependable cosponsor of my Ref-
ugee Protection Act. 

From protecting America’s waters to 
crafting America’s actions abroad, Sen-
ator LEVIN has been a powerful and in-
valuable presence in the Senate. He 
heads now into retirement, where I 
know he and Barbara will enjoy spend-
ing time with their three wonderful 
daughters and beautiful grandchildren. 
Marcelle and I wish him and Barbara 
the very best in this new chapter. I will 
miss him. 

TOM HARKIN 
Madam President, Senator TOM HAR-

KIN and I came to Washington in the 
same year—TOM, to the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I, to the Senate. For 
nearly 40 years, he has represented 
Iowans with the even temper and 
strong commitment that has become a 
hallmark of his tenure. 

Senator HARKIN has been a leading 
defender of rights for persons with dis-
abilities, anchored by the landmark 
law he authored, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Inspired by the chal-
lenges faced by his own deaf brother, 
HARKIN led a crusade to enact this his-
toric legislation, ensuring that individ-
uals living with disabilities could not 
be discriminated against because of 
those disabilities. The ongoing effort to 
protect and support Americans—and 
people around the world—living with 
disabilities, has become a cornerstone 
of Senator HARKIN’s career. 

As chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions, HELP, Senator HARKIN 
has helped create a new model of 
health care, one focused on prevention 
and health rather than reaction and 
sickness. He was one of the leaders in 
crafting the Affordable Care Act, giv-
ing millions of Americans better access 
to health care. He has continually 
fought for the missions of and the fund-
ing for the Centers for Disease Control, 

the National Institutes of Health, and 
the Food and Drug Administration. 

I have worked with Senator HARKIN 
on a number of matters, from inter-
national human rights to critical fund-
ing for breast cancer research. Senator 
HARKIN and I have worked together in 
our shared commitment to America’s 
farmers and farming, an industry that 
it so critical to both our States. To-
gether we have worked to increase con-
servation funding, promote water qual-
ity, and protect the environment while 
supporting our family farmers. 

TOM HARKIN is a lifelong Iowan. He 
and his wife Ruth have given decades 
in public service representing the peo-
ple of Iowa. I want to congratulate him 
on an accomplished career and wish 
him, Ruth, their wonderful children 
and grandchild all the very best. 

JAY ROCKEFELLER 
Madam President, for nearly 30 

years, West Virginians have elected 
JAY ROCKEFELLER to represent them in 
the U.S. Senate. When he retires in 
January, he will leave a record of tire-
less service on behalf of West Vir-
ginians and all Americans. 

Senator ROCKEFELLER ranks among 
the champions of affordable health 
care. He coauthored the Child Health 
Insurance Program, CHIP, a program I 
have also been proud to support, which 
provides health care coverage to more 
than 6 million children each year, who 
would otherwise be uninsured. A 
former chair of the Veterans Affairs 
Committee, he authored legislation to 
improve care for our Nation’s heroes. 
He was instrumental in the creation of 
a commission on long-term care to 
look for solutions to a lack of essential 
long-term medical support for millions 
of Americans. With Ted Kennedy, he 
led the charge for health care reform in 
the Senate in the 1990s. The list of 
achievements goes on. 

For nearly 50 years, Senator ROCKE-
FELLER has served the people of West 
Virginia as a State representative, a 
secretary of state, a college president, 
a Governor, and, for the last 30 years, 
as a U.S. Senator. He is a dear and val-
ued friend. I wish JAY and his wife 
Sharon the very best as he retires from 
the Senate. 

TIM JOHNSON 
Madam President, the senior Senator 

from South Dakota, TIM JOHNSON, is as 
fine a public servant as I have known. 
These are words I have used before 
about Senator JOHNSON. As he ap-
proaches his retirement from the Sen-
ate, they are as true now as ever be-
fore. 

Senator JOHNSON embodies the traits 
of a dedicated public servant. He rep-
resents South Dakotans with every 
fiber of his being. He is the great- 
grandson of a homesteader who settled 
in South Dakota when it was still a 
territory. And he has never lost sight 
of the interests of the constituents he 
has served in Congress for more than 25 
years. Never one to rest on the job, he 
introduced more legislation in his 
freshman term than any of the almost 
60 new Members of Congress that term. 
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